
“Almost 8 percent of high 

school students, 710 youths, 

dropped out in Des Moines in 

2007-08, according to infor-

mation the district released 

this past summer.  The biggest 

jump was in the number of 

11th and 12th graders who 

dropped out-645 in 2007-08 

compared with 193 in 2005-

06.”—-The Des Moines Reg-

ister, February 24, 2009.  

 

   Many communities face a 

silent epidemic year after year, 

one third to one half or more 

of the primarily low-income 

and minority students they 

educate in their public school 

systems fail to graduate from 

high school.  Decades ago, this 

would not have been a crisis.  

Factory jobs provided an ave-

nue for employment and up-

ward mobility for young adults 

without a high school degree.  

Today, the unemployment rate 

for young adults without a 

high school diploma is stag-

gering.  

         

    During the past two years, 

Iowa Comprehensive Human 

Services (ICHS)  participated 

in a Department of Labor, Em-

ployment and Training Ad-

ministration (DOL/ETA) 

funded project Multiple Edu-

cation Pathways 

Blueprint (MEPB) 

with the City of 

Des Moines, Des 

Moines Area Com-

munity College, 

Des Moines Public 

Schools and vari-

ous other human 

service agencies.  The group 

recently completed its 

“Blueprint for Success.”  In 

that report one of the findings 

was that Des Moines needed a 

one point of contact facility 

which could provide a com-

prehensive array of services 

to help the dropout complete 

their education.            

  On August 1, 2009, Iowa 

Comprehensive Human Ser-

vices (ICHS) began a pilot 

program   

 

               (Continued on page 2 ) 

 Nicole 

Singleton  

left high 

school at 

the age of 

16.  Before learning about the 

Re engagement Center, she 

had no desire to finish her 

high school diploma.  After 

completing assessments  in 

math and reading, she en-

rolled in  the PACE Juvenile 

Centerõs  GED program and 

obtained her GED in just 

three days.  òWay to go 

Nicoleó!  

     Since completing  her 

GED, Nicole was given the 

opportunity to apply to  

AmeriCorps.  She was offered  

a position as a Vista Worker 

at the Homes of Oakridge. 

She traveled to Indianapolis, 

Indiana  at the end of Novem-

ber for three days of training.   

Nichole has not traveled out-

side of Iowa much, so this 

was very exciting for her. Ac-

quiring her GED not only 
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 to create a dropout “Re-engagement 

Center” within the City of Des Moines.  

Re-engagement,  also referred to as 

reentry, reconnection, retention, and 

recovery encompasses strategies for  

connecting individuals who have 
dropped out of school and the educa-
tion system, whether that  is the aca-
demic or the vocational system.  The 
Central Iowa Re-engagement Center 
provides a òone stopó entry point for 
youth and adults to be assessed, 
(transcripts, credits, needs for social 
services and or mental health refer-
rals) and subsequently referred to the  
appropriate outlet that will support 
them to reengage in an educational/
career pathway.         
    

 The Re-engagement Center is cen-

trally located at 1200 University and 

accessible by public transportation.  

The Center is staffed by a Center Di-

rector  Marlana Schnell, who is  re-

sponsible for establishing liaisons with 

agencies that serve young adults and 

provide education, work readiness, 

employment, vocational training, high 

school completion including GED 

and supportive services such as child  
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gave her the chance to be eligible to 

work with AmeriCorps, but it also 

boosted her motivation and confidence 

to seek higher education.  As of January 

2010 Nicole will become a full time stu-

dent at DMACC seeking a degree in the 

field of Criminal Justice.  Nicole has 

said that without the support of her 

family and the guidance of the staff at 

CIRC none of this would have been 

possible.  She looks forward to being a 

role model for her two younger brothers 

while gaining the ability to assist them 

more in the future.  The staff at CIRC 

looks forward to sharing success stories  

just like Nicoleõs in days to come. 

 

 

 

care, transportation, rent assistance, 

and vocational training.  

 

   The  Re-engagement Specialists are 

Nia Baird and Felipe Gallardo.  The 

goal  of the Re-engagement Center is 

to assess and refer clients quickly so 

that they receive their credential and 

pursue vocational tracks that lead to  

high demand, high paying occupations. 

 

   During the first three months of op-

eration, Over two hundred have  made 

application for service and the need 

continues to grow as word spreads.  

Twenty  have successfully  completed 

the program and  received their      

diploma or GED.  This number con-

tinues to increase daily, which indicates 

that the Center shall reach its goal of 

serving 1000 clients in its first year in 

operation.   

 

     CIRC hours of operation: 

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm    

For more information, call the CIRC: 

(515) 868-0230   
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WASHINGTON ð The unemployment rate 

unexpectedly fell to 10 percent in Novem-

ber as employers cut the smallest number of 

jobs since the recession began. The better-

than-expected job figures are a rare note of 

encouraging news for the labor market. 

Still, the respite may be temporary. Many 

economists expect the unemployment rate 

to climb into next year as the economy 

struggles to generate enough jobs for the 

15.4 million people out of work. 

The economy shed 11,000 jobs last month, 

an improvement from October's revised 

total of 111,000, the Labor Department said 

Friday. That's much better than the 130,000 

Wall Street economists expected. 

The unemployment rate fell to 10 percent 

from 10.2 percent in October, where econo-

mists expected it to remain. 

By CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER, AP Economics 

Writer Christopher S. Rugaber, Ap Economics Writer 12/4/2009 

November Jobless Rate Falls to 10% . 

11K Jobs Cut 
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